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Microsoft Money 2005


Fact Sheet

Marking the product’s most significant development since Microsoft® Money was launched 
13 years ago, Money 2005 has been completely rebuilt to deliver on the promise of personal finance software and meet the needs of the mainstream consumer. Until now, traditional personal finance programs required too much manual entry, didn’t offer the most current information from financial institutions, and weren’t easily accessible beyond one computer. Based on usability tests and consumer feedback, Microsoft Corp. designed the new version of Money to do more of the work for consumers, embrace the speed and convenience of online banking, and provide people with a holistic view of their finances — at work, at home or on the go.

Product 

Overview:
Microsoft Money 2005 Premium is the automated personal finance solution, providing consumers with a quick and easy way to view, improve and optimize their finances. Completely rebuilt for simplicity, Money makes handling finances easy with speedy setup, automated tools that reduce the need for manual entry, and adaptable Essential and Advanced features that enable a more personal experience. Following is an overview of the software’s new and enhanced features.

New and 

Enhanced

Features: 
Easy Two-Step Setup

· Enhanced Setup Assistant. In just two easy steps, Money’s powerful automation enables consumers to get started using the software program and see a snapshot of their finances with little to no manual entry. 
Handling Accounts 

· Enhanced Account access. With connections to financial institutions nationwide, Money offers convenient access to timely account information, reducing the need for manual entry.
· New Essential Register. This register is designed for consumers who want just a basic view of accounts. Money automatically downloads account information, providing a current snapshot of statements and balances. 

· Enhanced Advanced Register. With its new look and feel and resizable click-to-sort column headers, the Advanced Register provides more customization for people who want to manage their checkbook electronically by entering un-cleared transactions and personalizing their categories and e-pays. 
· Enhanced Auto-categorization. Money automatically and smartly categorizes transactions, such as identifying Starbucks as “dining out,” to show people where their money is going. 
Tracking and Paying Bills 

· Enhanced Bill Calendar. Integrated with the register, this calendar provides a basic snapshot of bills, or if a person prefers, more specific transaction details such as paychecks and investment purchases.

Budgeting, Spending and Generating Reports

· New Essential Budget. This budget transforms spending categories into a visual image of actual monthly spending, for comparisons with a person’s budget, monthly income vs. expenses and upcoming bills. Using the Advanced Budget, consumers can set up multiple budgets, track irregular or one-time expenses, and reallocate funds from various categories. 

· Enhanced Favorite Categories. Once major trouble spots for overspending are identified in the Favorite Categories, Money automatically tracks their daily status and provides alerts when overspending occurs.

· Enhanced Spending Analysis. This powerful feature automatically generates a pie chart of expense categories over various time frames, and shows dollar amounts and percentage breakouts for each area. With the new Spending Average, people can view a monthly dollar average for spending per category based on past account data. 

· Enhanced Reports Home. Money generates numerous reports and charts, enabling users to analyze key areas of their finances. Focused on spending and budgeting, Essential Reports provides important charts up front for an overview or text-only analyses of spending, debt and overall net worth. Advanced Reports provides more than 40 customizable, detailed reports and charts that delve into the specifics of a financial area.  

Investing

· Enhanced Investing Home. Money’s redesigned Investing Home provides timely market information, an enhanced Portfolio Manager and an Investing Advisor FYI® module featuring recent alerts. This area also features a Q&A of commonly asked investing questions and links to commentary from MSN Money investing experts such as Jim Jubak.
· Enhanced Portfolio Manager. Money and MSN Money share the same award-winning Portfolio Manager, and Money users can directly download account information from brokerages nationwide. A beginning investor can set up a Watch Account through the Account Wizard to see the latest investment prices. Or more-serious investors can consult the Portfolio Manager to get a quick snapshot of investments and a closer look at details such as total return, total annualized return and 60 other performance factors.  

· New Pop-up alerts. These convenient alerts notify people of significant news related to their stocks within the Portfolio Manager. 
· New Stock split entries. Now the Portfolio Manager tracks stock splits in the transaction list, as well as the portfolio and transaction report. 
Planning and Taxes                                 

· Enhanced Planning Home. Updated with a new look and feel, this area automatically provides a snapshot of debt vs. expenses and easy access to recent planning-related Advisor FYI Alerts.

· New Planning Decision Centers. Money’s planning section features 27 Decision Centers that address everything from planning a dream retirement to getting the right insurance. 

· Enhanced Taxes Home. Completely redesigned, the Taxes Home provides answers to frequently asked tax questions, up-to-date commentary from MSN Money expert Jeff Schnepper, and tools for filing a 1040 form or preparing a complicated Schedule D. 
New Look and Feel

· Enhanced MSN Money integration. Money is more tightly integrated with the MSN Money personal finance Web site. The top and left navigation bars mirror those found on the site, and the software features timely content and popular tools from the award-winning site.
· New MSN Money News. This area features headlines from MSN Money, including articles from CNBC, MSNBC, Forbes.com and Briefing.com as well as relevant commentary from MSN Money’s experts on topics such as investing, spending and taxes. 
· New MSN Money Decision Centers. In these centers, consumers will find useful tools, calculators and expert commentary relevant to a specific financial task, such as paying down debt or buying a home. 
· New MSN Stock List. Consumers are able to set up investment holdings and view them across MSN as well as on mobile devices. 
· Enhanced My Money home page. Money provides account balances, chart analysis of spending, upcoming bills, and investment positions and allocations, as well as the latest stock quotes and loan rates, in one place. 
Easy Access

· Enhanced Anytime, anyplace access. Money enables users to view their account statements and balances, pay and track online bills and view investment holdings, any time, any place. 

· New Multiuser access. Now the primary Money user can allow another person to view, monitor and manage the same Microsoft Money file from different locations without sharing passwords. 

· Enhanced Help. Now online, the Help system is updated regularly based on consumers’ inquiries and feedback, making it easy to quickly get assistance in any area of the software, from accounts to taxes to investing. 

· New Online Download. This year, consumers can purchase and download a licensed copy of Money online at http://www.microsoft.com/money/.

Money 2005 
Versions 

And Pricing: 
●
Microsoft Money 2005 Standard focuses on day-to-day financial management by automatically consolidating transactions to provide a snapshot of spending and budget.

· Microsoft Money 2005 Deluxe offers everything in Money Standard and makes it easy to organize taxes and manage credit with a free Experian credit report and one year of credit monitoring.* 
· Microsoft Money 2005 Premium offers everything in Money Deluxe plus tools for optimizing investments and planning to reach long-term goals. Money Premium includes a one-year subscription to MONEY Magazine* and features the following free financial services:*
· Capital gains optimizer from GainsKeeper®
· Online tax preparation and e-filing from H&R Block

· Experian credit report and credit monitoring

· Microsoft Money 2005 Small Business helps with personal and small-business finances by automatically connecting online bank accounts, tracking inventory and managing payroll, to name a few examples. It features one year of free online payroll from PayCycle Inc.®,* in addition to all the financial services offered in Money Premium. 

	Product Pricing

	Estimated Retail Price
	Mail-In Rebate
	After Mail-In Rebate

	Microsoft Money 2005 Standard
	$29.95
	$10
	$19.95**

	Microsoft Money 2005 Deluxe
	$59.95
	$20
	$39.95**

	Microsoft Money 2005 Premium
	$79.95
	$30
	$49.95**

	Microsoft Money 2005 Small Business 
	$89.95
	$30
	$59.95**



Format:
Microsoft Windows® 98, Windows 2000 with Service Pack 3 and Windows XP operating systems

Top-Line System

Requirements: 
Recommended system requirements (all versions) are as follows:

· Multimedia PC with Pentium 166MHz or higher processor (or compatible); Pentium II 266 (or compatible) required for Windows XP; Pentium II 300 (or compatible) recommended

· 32 MB of RAM required, 64 MB recommended; 64 MB required for Windows XP, 128 MB recommended

· 130 MB of available hard disk space; 200 additional MB while installing product updates

· 2x or faster CD-ROM drive

· Super VGA monitor (800x600, 16-bit or greater color)

· Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

· Microsoft Internet Explorer 6.0 software required and included. Up to an additional 60 MB of hard disk space may be required for Internet Explorer upgrade. This installation will not replace the user’s primary browser.

Availability:
Money Deluxe 90-day downloadable trial versions are scheduled to be available in September 2004 at http://www.microsoft.com/money/. 


Money Standard, Deluxe and Premium versions are scheduled to be available for purchase at retail or full download at http://www.microsoft.com/money/ on September 21, 2004.




      The following international versions are available: 

· Canada (English) 

· France

· Japan

· United Kingdom (English)

· United States (English)

#########

* Certain offer restrictions apply. See product packaging for offer details.

** Certain rebate offer restrictions apply. Actual retail prices may vary. See product packaging for offer details.

Microsoft, MSN, Advisor FYI and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

For more information, press only:
Karissa Sams, Weber Shandwick, (425) 452-5442, ksams@webershandwick.com

For information about the portfolio of Microsoft home software:

Log on to http://www.microsoft.com/discover/. 
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